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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
HAVERLY's THEATRE.Tuk^Galley Slay*.
BROADWAY OPERA HOuSE.stuatmistj.
ACADEMY OF MUSIC.AidI
ABERLK'S THEATRE.'Tina, tuk Milk Vsndeb.
NIBLO'S GARDEN.lihart* or Stkkl.
STANDARD THEATRE.Phimhss Toio.
WALLACK'S.Enllk.

GERMANIA THEATRE.Dili NlCiitl dks Mili.ionakrjl
FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE.11. M. S. PiMAroBU.
UNION SQUARE THEATRE.PltKttCH FLAT!.
ABBEY'S PARK.Fritz in Irklakd.
daly'S thBATRE.arabian Nliiut.
GRAND OPERA HOUSE.Hrotiikr Saji.

TIIALIA'THEATRE.Dkb Vxrkauftk Sciii.af.
NEW VORIv AQUARIUM-Uxclk Tom's1 Cabi».
TONY PASTOR'S THEATRE.'Varikty. Matinee.
NEW YORK CIRCUS.Humity Dumity. Matinee.
THEATRE COMIQUE.Mulligan Guards' Christmas.
'KOSTBR * HI Al/S CONCERT HALL.
BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS.'Tiiomfsok Strkkt Flats.
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN.Walking Match.
BROOKLYN PARK THEATRE-Otiilllo.
BROOKLYN ACADEMY OK MUSIC.Pinafork.
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The probabilities are that the weather in New

York ami its vicinity to-day will be slirjhthj colder
and fair. To-morroir it promises to be cold and
partly cloudy, poasibly with rain or snow toward
night.
Wall Street Yestkhday..Stocks were activeand closed at an average advance of two

points on tlie opening quotations. Money on

CftH loaned at 5 to H per cent until the closing
hoUr. when 7 per ccut sharp became the ruling
rate. Government securities were strong,
States were neglected and railway bonds were

very dull but firm. Foreign exchange was

quiet aud steady.
Minister Hayden's prospects improve, accordingto reports of the latest testimony.
The Fat Churchyard that u green Christmasmakes is not to be viewed this season.

The CitANr.e in the Weather puts one in
mind of the sort of Christmas that poor people
will have unless a good many men aud women

play Santa Claus.

President Wood, of the Iionrd of Educatidu,w lio is just retiring from service, received
some handsome compliments at the Normal
College yesterday, and, better jet, deserved
them all.

A Despatch from Panama announces that
tlie Chileans have gained another victory over

the allies, and that the former are now in possessionof Tai apnea. From the same source

we are informed that revolutions have broken
out in Peru uml in Bolivia.

After Am. the Inhkinatiov expressed in
dr&iuntic and other circles over the murder of
the actor Porter by the ruffianly Texan Cnrric,
the assassin is likely to bo discharged Wcause
the principal witnesses cannot attend the trial.
Indignation is a very short-lived virtue.

One of the Baptist Hkkthrbn at the conferenceyesterday doubted the power of the press
to aid revivals. Perhajw he was entirely right.
The truth is that the press has so many backslidersof all kinds to watch that it has but
little opportunity to go into the revival business|
The "L" Koad Companies seem to expect

additional concessions at the Battery. The
public, as a rule, have supposed that piece of
ground to be a park, the spccial^fcatures and
associations of which should protect it from
even a desire for encroachment; but the public
doesn't know anything about business.

Moke Trooih are to go to Colorado to watch
the I tes, the braves guilty of the agency massacrehave not yet been received by CommissionerHatch, and Ouray does not seem at all
sanguine about getting them. The cessation of
the late war seems likely to produce nothing
more satiafiictofy than additional lighting.

/M. Say's Yacim' IIkxuiette, formerly the
Sllanghraun, appears riot only to have broken
her shall, but utilized that important piece of
iron as an auger, with the apparent intention of
putting an end to herself. Her owner, however,treats the atl'air witli sailor-like coolness
uiid proposes to continue his trip urouud the
world.

Tim Wbatiikii..The depression that moved
from the West on Sunday developed a storm
centre of considerable energy while passing
over the lake districts. Its iiilluenee was felt
overall the territurv nf flu. t'mi>.» \li--lu_

sippi IJiver and Ihlwccii the Ohio Vulliy unil
tliu Jlritish ]M»**c**ious. Tito gradients for
southeasterly and northwesterly winds hcrame
very steep on tlie < astern and western margins
of tlm storiu centre, respectively, when it was
over tlio lower lakes. The irot of high
liarnin«tfr that wun ovrr Urn New Knglmid
Slates receded toward the <*11 It of St. Lawrence
during (lie early portion of lliedny, while that
in the l.ortliwcft moved rapidly cn»twnrd
to the central valleys. The pressure has again
t-omincnccd to decrease over the Western
uud Stmthwestern States, anil there are indicationsthat a disturbance will ndvnncc from
Texan ami Northeastern Mexico thin afternoon.
Snow tell during the morning in the Miilille Atlantic,New England S'lites anil the lake region*,anil rain in the central valleys. As the
dAy advanced the l-ining temperature turned the
snow Into rain in the Middle Atlantic Stntfs.
The tein|»erature fell in the Northwest and rose
rlm wliere. The winds were Irom brisk to high
ill the lake regionj and the northern portion of
(lie .Middle Atlantic and New Kuglnnil States,
mid hri-k to Ircsli in the other districts. The
weather in Now York and its vicinity to-day
will he slightly colder mid fair. To morrow it
^riiiiilnes t<> In; cold and partly cloudy, possibly
with rain or suow towurd night.

NEW Y0R1
Mr. t*arn»ll and tike Irish Agitation |

« in America.

Mr. Parnell is "at sea," says the news of
the day ; and this, though intended as the
statement of a simple physical fact, is a

phrase susceptible of political interpretations.It is our opinion, indeed, and we

have already given some intimation on this
point, that* Mr. Parnell is not merely at sea on
the Scythiu between Qneenstown and New
York, but is "at sea" in sovcral other respectsalso ; "at sea" as to his conceptions
of the true remedy for Irish troubles ; at
sea as to tho true point and purpose of the
political agitution of grievances ; utterly at
sua in his theory that an oratorical
noise made hero and there in Irish
towns can force a British legislature
to loosen the grip of landholders on

Irish property, and yet more .hopelessly at
sea, wo trust, in his Jancy that a new

appeal to tho purses of the Irish servant
girls and tho thrifty Irish laborers and
mechanics in this country can tap again a

valuable stream of money support for a new

Irish agitation. How groat and widespread
is the faith entertained in the credulity and
lavish spirit of the Irish in this country!
At ono time a bishop fails, and five or six
million dollars are lost to those who had
put it in his hands. Bend around the hat
and make it up for for him is the cry; and
the hat is sent around that the Irish poor
who had at first lost the money may subscribeit again to ropay themselves.less
the costs of collection. At another time
a handful of Irish scalawags pretendnot to be satisfied that the
Fenian attempt to disestablish Great Britainhas really failed. In fact, they are,
perhaps, as sure ol that a9 the world generally; bu( thoy are not satisfied to step
down Iroin the position of personal importanceand the receipt of an easy income,
all of which they enjoyed in their positibn
of professional agitators and "leaders of
the people." So the cry is spread to the
Irish in America, give us your pennies for
a "skirmishing fund," and the pennies
come in some degree ; and now once more

an enthusiastic Irishman believes that he
sees his way through the millstone of Irish
troubles, and he also raises this same old
perennial parrot cry of cheap patriotism,
give us your coppers, good people, that we

may make England howl and Ireland free.

Apparently there are people in Ireland as

well ns here who do not regard this trip of
the agitator to our side of the sea with particularfavor. Mr. Doran, of Queenstown,
who appears to havo spoken publicly upon
the occasion of Mr. Parnell's departure,
"expressed himself as very much opposed
to anything in the nature of begging from
America." Theso wore plain words, and
they provoked, it is said, "a slight scene."
Some persons present, doubtless as ardent,
as enthusiastic and as visionary as Mr. Parnell,did not want any cold water thrown
on this grand project of striking at British
.resistance by way of the United States,
and, with the clear capacity to reason,
and the heroic spirit which distinguishmen at such moments, they
probably hooted this plain Mr. Doran
for his untimely indulgence in the words
of common sense. For if Mr. Parnell's trip
to America is not at bottom a mission of
beggary what is It ? He "is sare that Americanswill now accord to Ireland the sympathythey have ever shown." Well, he
need not go very lar to be sore of that.
Neither need he cross the sea to stir op this
kindly emotion or carry cargoes of Americansympathy home with him. America
sympathizes with all distressed peoples and
with all discontented peoples; and her
mood is so generous in this particular that
she does not even enter into the considerationwhether there is any valid ground for
discontent, or whethor the distress is
such as ought not to afflict an energetic selfhelpinglpeople.Sympathy is psychological
in its relations and does not reason; it is
poured out most freely in the hour when
there is least rational ground for it, and it
is most valued when it soothes the chagrin
of those who have failed through their own
fault. Thus, though Ireland should presentherself to us in the person of Mr. Parnell,and as the very Micawber of nations,
she may be sure that the sympathy of
America will never leave her. But how will
this sympathy help her in troubles that are

due to an oppressive condition of laws
framed in London and that can be changed
only there? Wo have no influence with
that administration. Can American sympathylor Ireland chungo the British views
ot the supremucy of tho rights of propel ty
over all other conceivable and imaginaryrights? The sound of tho
trumpet of Gabriel will find every
Englishman on the earth or under it reachingout to grasp mora firmly the ounce of
silver or the pound of cheese thut is his property,lest these should melt In the general
conflagration.and wo certainly cannot

change that point of his nature. Can oar

sympathy help Ireland to enduro her sorrowswith more patience? She has no need
oi help like that. She is over-endowed with
the gilt ot that sort of patience.
How, then, can American sympathy be of

value in tuts crisis, even in tue views of the

agitators unless it in that it iuay take the
substantial lorm of money contrbutions
to assist tlicm to cultivate the discontents
upon which they P'»y lor political effect?
Will Mr. Purnell be able to opon anew that
ancicnt vein of Celtic contributions for
"the good cause ? ' Perhaps ; for there are

few things more dillicalt than to indnce
imn, or women either, to spend their money
wisely. lint there is a likelihood that thi
contributions will not flow lavishly, bec.ius«tliu experience of many vain projects
has taught tlio Irish people in this country
to repose a less ready confidence in men

who eomo to them in the name of that
same *'good cnuse" for which they would
be ready to sacriilcu tho last ceut
if sure that the sacritice would be of any
use. Hut they havo Sound that it is easier
to give their money than to find out where
it goes; that Ireland remains under tho
hand ot England despite all contributions,
and, iti short, that tho only perceptible effect
of their contributions Is that they aro themselvesthe poorer, and a little bit the wiser,
for tho giti. They therefore ate disposed
to exercise a little diaorimiDfttioo, They
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will scarcely consent to pay the piper for
the personal glorification of agitators who
cannot show how a cent can bo spent to
better the condition of the Irish people,
unless it is to be spent in buying
lood lor them. Hut that Bort of expenditureis apparently beneath tho
attention of tho gentlemen who merely
want to play at the game of making Ireland
a thorn in tho side of England, and to lift
themselves thereby into that sort of personal
notoriety and consideration which seems to
bo far dearer to tho heart of the average
Irish patriot the world over than the welfareof his countrymen or tha liberty of his
country. But we believe the Irish in this
country, and tho Americans too, will givo
liberally to help the Irish people who are

in want. Do the agitators want that done?
We doubt it. Wo believo thoy would rather
trade upon tho hunger ot tho people as an
-i j. i_ ii.. n *j. iv.tClUlIlULlt III U1U U^llUUUU tuuu fcU HCU vuaw

hunger fed.
If n people in a bad year have made only

half the money they usually make, and can,
consequently, only pay their rent or buy
food, but not do both, it is pitiful that hard
laws and heartless landowners should extortwhat ia due for rent, though the people
starve, and it is an occasion, if ever thero
was one, when the ch-irity of the world at
large, and especially of friendly and sympatheticnations, should come to the help
of the wretched. But how this can practicallybe dono otherwise than by buying
food for these hungry ones is not

rationally. perceptible. Yet this is not
what the agitatorB want. They will
deprecate every cent that is spent
otherwiso than in agitation. To give the
people money with which to buy bread
would tako the ground from under the feet
of those who see no other fact in the misery
of a starving people than the opportunity
to make political use of their despair. To
give the Irish lood would end the dilemma
between starvation and rent, whioh is the
ground of the Parnell clamor. But we

urge the Irish or all others prepared to
give to reserve their funds for that better
purpose. That this advice is likely to get
us into hot water with so-called Irish patriotsis a point of little moment to us. The
Hkbald has always been in hot water. It
was baptized in hot water. It is tho duty
of a journal which means to tell the Bimple
truth plainly to the people to take all the
chances of that sort of regimen, and we

take them.

Another Fir* Catastrophe.
A fire which occurred last night in a

huge factory on Twenty-ninth street, betweenSeventh and Eighth avenues, caused
a pecuniary loss of one hundred and fifty
thousand*- dollars, serious injury to at
least six persons and possibly tho death
of several more. This is a frightful
record for Christmas week, and we trust
that the tragical features will be eliminated
by further investigation. The fact that
the flames spread with such rapidity as to
enveloo tho entire buildinc before the fire-
men reached the scene shows that the contentsmust have been of an inflammable
nature, and the statement that one of the
floors fell whilo a group of liosemen
were forcing their way into a hall
proves that the building itself wiis not
strong enough. It is also stated that all
of the doors and windows wero fastened,
although forty persons were at work, which
is an indication of culpable negligence
on the part of somebody. The fire
burned so fiercely and rapidly that
it presented a magnificent spectacle;
but tho knowledge that so many human
lives were in peril sent a thrill of horror
through the crowds of spectators. As usual,
our firemen and police displayed great heroismin rescuing such of the inmates as

they could rcach ; but when flames find
abundant food to feed upon, as was tho
casd last night, human effort, however
heroic, is powerlesa This flre teaches a

lesson, like many that have preceded it;
but it will no doubt be soon forgotten. But
is it not about timo that steps were taken to

prevent such catastrophes? Steam fire
engines and bravo firemen, such as Now
York possesses, are all very well in
their way, but tho proverbial ounce of

prevention is vastly cheaper in the long
run than the pound of cure. A strict inquiryshould be made into the matter, and
if there is any blame tho persons at fault
ought to be severoly punished. There is
no other way to deal with the case, and a

public outcry might insure such a course.

lluer and Briton.

The London Times believes that with the
capture of Sepocoeni the finishing strokes
have been given to native disturbances in
fcjouth Africa. Tho London Times, is, however,apparently crowing before England is
well out of South African woods, unless we

are to understand that thoitoer troubles in
the Transvaal do not come within tho
category of "native disturbances." The
disaffection that prevails in tho Trans-
vaal has by no moans subsided; indeed,during tho month of Octobcr thoCapo
papers have contained reports from ull
purtH of tho late llopublic, showing that
public meetings wero being hold lor the
purpose of demanding lroin England tho
restoration of republican independence
and institutions. An English correspondent,writing from Lynclenburg two months

KlV0 un snluo idea of tho relations
existing between the English and tho
Dutch Boer*. "It is," ho said, "scarcely
possible to hear one of the rougher sort of
English residents npeak of a Dutchman
without tho uso of a prefix which in*
dic.ites tho lost spiritual status of the
latter, and tho complimont « is returnedby the Doers, who never montion
tile abstract Englauder without patting the
Dutch equivalent for lost without salvation
before tho substantive." No Doer of any
standing iinong his fellows has yet given
welcome to 8ir Garnet Wnlseloy, and those
whose signatures wore attachod to tho addressto tho new Governor of the Transvaalwere mostly of names - not indicating
paro Dutch blood. The Transvaal Doers
have been annexed ngainst their will, and
though it is too late for them now to
hope lor success in tho field they
will, doubtless, persist in protesting
and annoying the Dritish until something
like independence is again restored to

ECEMBKR 23, 1879.-TRIP]
them. They would like to form one of the
States in tho proposed 8 mtli African confederation,but of thin scheme Sir Garnet
Wolseloy refuses to hear a word. The Boers,
have been harshly used, but they procrastinatedwhen England's defeats brought
them golden opportunities, and now they
will have to submit with the best grace
they cun to English rule until auothor
Cetywayo brings them other opportunities.

Ttie Politic ul Trouble In AUIne<

The Governor and Council of Maine, who
act us a returning board, or bod^ ot State
canvassers, have used the letter of the law
to defeat tho manifest intention of the
voters. They have not merely thrown out
voles when the full name was not oorreotly
printed on the ballots, but wholo towns
have been disfranchised for tho most
trivial clerical errors of local officers. In
cases where the ballots for a republican
candidate were perfectly correct and regu-
lar, and a careless town clerk, after giving
the full name in tho body of his return,
substituted the initials of the Christian
name in the appondod summary.a trivial
informality which the face of the return
both disclosed and furnished the means of
correcting.all the votes for that candidate
wore rejected, although correot in form

rl nnrtnifo/1 nn il ol hnnrrli Iflanllv

counted and certified by the selectmen of
the town. By wholesalo sharp practiceof a similar description a republican
majority of seven in the Senate and twentyninein the House has been transformed,
under color of strict adherence to the law,
into a fusion ninjority of nine in the Senateand seventeen in the House. As the
choice of Governor is thrown into the Legislaturethe political complexion of the entireState goyernment is changed and the
election of a democratic Senator of the
United States rendered possible. It is no
wonder that the republican party of Maine
is in a state of boiling indignation.
What is the remedy? It is not clear that

there is any effective remedy, although
several have been suggested. The most
desperate that has been named is that of
redressing the wrong by force. This would
only make a bad matter worse. The method
by which it has been proposed to bring on

the collision is for the republican majority
who were really elected to assemble as a

Legislature, proceed to organize and resist
by force if an attempt is made to disperse
them; all this to be done with a view to invokethe interposition o f the President under
the federal law for suppressing domestio
violence in a State. But there are great
difficulties in the way. In the first place,
no member can legally hold a Seat and take
part in the organization unless he holds a

certificate of election from the Governor.
A Legislature so irregular and illegal could
not mako a valid application to tbo President,and it is not probable that he would
comply with one from such a source. It
would be unwise for the republicans to *enort.to mirth n. dnvic.o at the risk of a civil
war. In spite of some rash advisers the
republicans will not have recourse to so

desperate a remedy.
The aotlon of the Governor and Council

is not by law a final determination of- the
title of members to seats. Each house for
itself is the constitutional judge of the electionand qualifications of its own members.
It is in the power of the Legislature to redressall the injustice that has been com*

mitted; but the Legislature cannot act
on this subject until it is organized,and as only those who have
received the Governor's certificates can participatein tho organization the claims of
the rejected republicans will bo passed
upon by tho lactitious fusion majority.
The chance of redross from this source

seems, therefore, unpromising, but it is the
only source from whioh legal redress can

come. If there can bo found fivo fusionists
in tho Sonate and nine in the House fairmindedenough to vote with the republicanson mutters which ought * to
bis decided in a judicial spirit, justicemay bo done and the intentionsof tho voters respected ; and tor
aught we can sno this is the only hope. We
suppose tho indignation meetings in Maine
are held with a view to create a public sentitnentwhich will make it easy lor a small
number of fusionists in each House to riso
above party in a matter which appeals so

strongly to the sense of personal and politicalhonor. This effort will bo strengthenedby tho course of a number of democraticjournals outsido the Stato that denouncetho action of Governor Garcclon.

Milk for Nfcw York Children.

Among tho allowances which the Board
of Health asks of the Board of Apportionmentover last year's appropriation there
Wan item for threo additional inspectors
of milk, at salaries cach of twelve hundred
dollars'a year. This ought to be grunted.
There nro a hundred and thirty thousand
A1I.1..M ili .tt (ItfA
CllUUruu ill iuu umj *cno iu m utc jciua uiu

whoso diet consists of milk in largor proportiontlmu their ciders. For ull theso
and tho million other inhabitants only
ono milk inHpector now in provided.
Tho Board of Health estimates that
the citizens are defrauded at a rate
of ten thousand dollars a day by tho
sale of skimmed and watered milk. But
that is not the worst. It omits to estimate
tho quantity of rotten milk which is served
daily to tho hundred and thirty thousand
children. Year by year sanitarians in other
countries are becoming more firmly convincedthat next to defective drainage unwholesomemilk is tho inotft fertile agency
of Kymotic diseases. If the Board of
Health will penetrate to the sources of this
corruption and cleanse them, by all means

givo it tho necessary inspectors for the purposoand hold it rigidly responsible for the
execution oi tho duty.

Th* Twelve In the Toubi.
Whilo the outside world is preparing for

Christians festivities twelve wretohed men

are lying in the Tombs, some ot whom are

under sentence of denth, others are serving
on terms of life imprisonment for murder,
and still others are awaiting trial for that
critno. The inquiry conoerning a deoent
substitute for hanging obviously would not
bo complete without hectring their opinions,
and they have been consulted accordingly,
with results whioh w® print this morning.

LE SHEET.
Two of the twelve (Whalon and Madill)
were unwilling to converse npon the subjectand their privacy was scrupulously respected.One (Balbo) is so overcome with
dread of death that all the various means
of it are indifferent to him. There is a diversityof views among the other nine, but
with two exceptions they disapprove
of hanging as the method of capital
punishment. Two (Accetaand McCormack)
would prefer (o be drowned; one (Smith)
to be shot, and one (Bello) to bo stabbed to
death. Throe (Burke, Condon and Poole)
have a proforcnce lor suffocation by the
fumes ot charcoal or of ordinary illuminatinggas, though to one of them (Burke)
drowning would bo equally acceptable.
Lo Font, Poolo's accomplice, emphatically
coiumcnds hanging, and would be better
satisfied if the ancient penalty of quartering
were restored in addition. Chastine Cox
favors hanging all murderers who are more

"than fifty years old and shooting or bleedingto death thoso younger. For himself
he would liko to be shot. Electricity is
not acceptable as a mode of doath to any
of the number. Neither is the guillotine
nor the garrote.

Edison's Triuiuph.
As might have boen expccted, the magnificentsuccess of Thomas Alva Edison in

developing his electric light, as made known
in Sunday's Hkkalp, has had the instantanoouseffect of calling forth the carping
criticisms of rival inventors. A paragraph
in one of the city dailies yesterday referred
to Edison's invention as a mere modificationof the Sawyer-Man patent, and another
of our oontempornrica, the Sun, contains an

ill-natured fling by Mr. W. E. Sawyer, in
which he challenges the well-earned reputationof our great inventor in respect to
his quadruples telegraph and his carbon telephone.It is rather late in the day to
discuss these points, and we are satisfied
to leave them to *the mature judgment of
tile present generation of scientists. But
Mr. Sawyor proceeds to formulate a series
of eight challenges to Mr. Edison, offoring
one hundred dollars premium for a successfulanswer to any one of them. They caver

pretty nearly all the points presented as

the distinctive features of Mr. Edison's invention,and if he wore so disposed he
might doubtless win eight hundred dollars
by merely demonstrating them to a committeeof Mr. Sawyer'B friends.
We do not, however, think it necessary In

this yeftr of grace 1879 for any one seriously
to discuss a question of comparative originalityau between Thomas Alva Edison and
W. E. Sawyer. We Bay this without disparagingthe problematical laurels of the
latter in his own sphere as an inventor,but we would counsel him not
to try conclusions with the "Wizard
of Mcnlo Park." All groat inventors
have had their rivals and their detractors.
What will the men of the twentieth century
say if perchance they learn from some dogearedvolume that the greatest invention of
the greatest inventor of all time was challengedby one W. E. Sawyer? Let Mr. Sawyerdemonstrate his own inventions as satisfactorilyas Mr. Edison and the world will
then listen to him.
As compared with such carping criticism

the generous commendations of Mr. Rich-
ard A. Proctor, printed in yesterday's
Herald, nre refreshing to the generoas
mind, and the letter whioli wo to-day print
from Mr. E. J. Mallett, Jr., is a Inrther testimonyfrom the pen of a thoroughly competentscientist, whb has himself experimentedin a most interesting manner with
the same wonderful element, carbon, which
has yielded to Mr. Edison his last
and greatest triumph, ii any one is authorizedto contest with Edison the palm
of originality as a carbonographer it would
sftm to bo our correspondent, Mr. Mallett;
but his letter, instead of filing a bill ofoomplaint,contains a generous appreciation of
the merits of his fellow physicist. His experimentswith platinic chloride form a distinctaddition to the sum of knowledge in
this obscure branch of metallurgy and entitlehim to rank as a disooverer. Tho differingattitude of Messrs. Mallett and Sawyerin this respect is deserving of notice,
and the public will find no difficulty in
awarding the premium for genuine scientificinsight and iellowship.

Republican trouble*. I

A despatch lrom our special Washington
correspondent, printed elsewhere, gives
some interesting statements concerning the
muddle into which the republicans are

falling about the Grant movement. Our
correspondent, it will be seen, states positivelythat neither Mr. Sherman nor Mr.
Blaine will adhere to tho Grant movement;
but both will remain in the fiold as candidatesto contest for the nomination, and
that thero is among republicans in Washingtonit growing belief that General Grunt
would be u weak candidate and that it would
be hazardous to nominate him for a third
term. Various other matters of fact and
opinion arc stated in this despatch, all
bearing upon the question of Goneral
Grant's renomination; and it would seem

from the contradictory accounts put for-
wnrd from different quarter* that the republicanpoliticians are having as difficult
a timo with General Grant as the democrats
with Mr. Tildeu.

8p«whci at ChrlMtmas Fndvkli.
It is customary to precede the eating

of charitable Christmas dinners and the
awarding of charitable Christmas gilts with
speeches. A groat many pious men imagine
that they have special qualifications for
such oratory. Most of them are mistnken.
Generally they are too prolix amf too serious.An address At any Christmas festival
should bo brief and cheerful, and Ospeciallyso if the occasion is one of charity.
It should not dolay the hearers till the
turkey gets cold. It should not provoke
them to impatience for the distribution of
the other good things. Christmas is a gladsomeanniversary, and the joy should not
be talked out of it. The art of making an

appropriate Christmas speech is very difficultone, partiouUrly a speooh to children.
If they are poor children the orator sometimesreminds them of their poverty in
order to enhance their gratitude for the
bounty of whioh they are about to partake.
This It * grievous blunder. II dlaenobonta
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the whole festival. Besides being always
in bad taste otten it is positively cruel.
The Herald urgently advises Christmas
speakers to out their talk short and make
it merry.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.
Blaine is fond of blue broadcloth.
Tennyson continues to wear Uis Iiair long.
Grant and Longfellow are about tho saiuo height
The Itev. Edward Eggieston has sailed for Europe
Senator William B. Allison, of Iowa, is at tha BrovoortHouse.
Senator James B. Beck, of Kontucky, Is at tha

Bturtevant House.
Tho Buke of Edinburgh plays on a violin while hi*

wife plays on the'piano.
James Kussell Lowell, our Minister to Spain, part*

his whiskers in tho iniddlo.
It is claimed that the highost rent over paid for i

store ou Broadway was $00,000 a year.
Mr. Frank Uatton, editor and proprietor of th<

Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye, has been appointed postmasterat Burlington, Iowa.
Harper'* iiazar tells of a Mexican Governor who at

a dinner had seventeen courses of hash s6rvod beforethe main part of the meal.
George Stewart, Jr., tlioxauthor of "Canada Under

the Administration of tho Earl of BufTorin," has
been elected to the International Literary Society of
Paris.
London Spectator:."Mr. ParncUL, in tho House,*if f

a formidable person, because of his fixed determinationand his occasional keonuess of insight into
the momentary situation, but we question his over

developing into a groat Irish loader."
London World hoars that tho opera house on the

Thames embankment Is to be taken up by a new

company (limited), who buy tho existing property
from Colonel Mauloson and Mr. Webstar, and, adding
a new capital, will now build it out at last. '

Tho foliowing extract from Mr. Belaine's will will
be read with interest:."i bequeath to my friends
and colleagues, John Walter, G. W. Basent, J. C. MacBonald,William Stebbing, L. H. Courtney, T.
Mozley, H. Woce, H. Woodhahi and T. Chenory, tho
sum of £10 each; and |! ^umbly beg that they respectivelybe pleased to accept the same from we as
a token of my regard and affection for them."
Mr. Proctor writes:."I have roceived several inquiries,some of them rather anxious inquiries,, respectingtho dangers to bo feared from raetborio

downfall, the death of Bavl'j Mcisentlater having
apparently suggested that si^ch dangers may bo
Kreaier uiun una uerutuioru utou nujiyoscu. ai wo

know tUo avonigo number of meteoric missus which
break tbeir way through the earth's armor.that is,
through the 'firmament, expanso ofr ether, jiuro
transparent elemontal air.It would be vory easy to
Calculate the exact chance of death by meteorlo
downfall. As a matter of fact, wo havo no 8atlafactoryevidenco o» ttiis point, because most of the meteoritewhich faH upon tho earth oacapo attention.
I suppose, however, that if Profossor Newton, of >

Vale College, rightly assumes the number of falling
tars of all orders to be 400,000,000 yearly, we may

fairly assume that about 4*.000 meteorites fall annuallyupon the earth's surface. This allows one meteoritefor 100,000 falling stars. Now, lot us take the
total number of human beings at any one time on
tho earth as 1,600,000,000. Assume tho risk of personswithin doors equal to that of persons in the
open air.for a meteorite falling on a house
would not be seriously interrupted In its course,
since it would travel with a velocity of several miles
per second. Again, remembeHng that the meteors
do not fall vertically, nor, even if they did, do
men always stand upright, wo mtist take a larger
surtoco for each person than that which he presents
as seen from above when standing. Wo may take
half a square yard for an adult and pcrhtlps a quarterof a square yard for the average human being.
Now, the earth's surface contains about 200,000,000
square miles, cach containing about 3,000,000 square
yards, or 12,000,000 quarter square yards.in all
2,400,000,000,000,000 quarter square yards.whereas
the human race occupies only 1,000,000,000 quarter
square yards. Thus the chance of a single meteorite
striking some ono is as 15 In 21,000,000, or as 1 in
l.COo.uOO; and if 4,000 moteorltcs fall per innum the
chance of ono death occurring in any glvon year Is
about 1 400th. On the avetago ono death by a meteor
stroke might be expected to occur in 400 years. It
it is true, as I have seen recently stated, that nine
such deaths havo occurred In the last 900 years It
would appear probable that 10,000 meteorites. In*
stead of 4,000, auuually reach the oarth."

FOR CENTRAL AMERICA.

Among the passengers on tho steamship Colon,
which left this port for Han Francisco yesterday,
wore Trenor W. Park, President of tho Panama RailroadCompany, aud 8. C. Thompson, George W. Hoyt
and 3. W. Burt, directors. These gontleinen, it is
understood, are to meet M. do Lessops at Asplnwall,for the purpose of consulting in rsgard to CentralAmerican projects.

SECRETARY SHERMAN.

Secretary Shorman put lp on appearance for a
short time on Wall street yesterday. Bo visited the
Hub-Troasury at half-past one o'clock, and remained
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for bout half an hour. Tho Uttor stated that the
visit was simply a friendly ouc, aud of no public lmponUM,It wax thought the Secretary would bold
a consultation with prominent banker* in relation
to tho fcaaibility of placing a throe and a Half pe?
cent bond on this tnarkot, but no such meeting took
place at the Sub-Treasury or at auy other place, OM 1

far aa could be learned.

OBITUARY.

JOHN C. BEABD8LET.
Somo day* ago, at bin farm la, Jrtipgton, N. J.,

Mr. John C. Meerdaley, ono of tho end beat
known cltlzona of Newark, dioa. He wm# native ot
Connecticut, a graduate of Princeton College end
was at one time largely epgaaod In tho saddlery
business. Muuy yeurii ago ho norvod am an Alder- "

man of Nowark, and subsequently » water Cotulnlaaiouor.Hn nlso served an a msntiat of Aasembly
and aa a director of tlie Nowark Savings Institution.

JAMES rilEXUKKOAHT.
Mr. James Prendergaat, a metnbor of the lut I>gw

lslatnre, from Jamostown, N. 7., died unexpectedly
on Sunday night, aged thirty-one years. He was
cdnratod at Tale, and graduated at Columbia College
I.uw School. He was a member of the Union Club
of New York, wealthy and a leading citizen of Jamestown.The town is drupod In mourning. Xho event
causes universal sorrow.

JUDGE OEOnaE P. 8CABBUBOH.

Judge Ueorge P. Scarbnrgh, one of tho moil
prominent men in tide wator Virginia, died at his
roiddonce In tho city of Norfolk early yesterday
morning. His death waa ontirnly unexpected, aa he
was attending to hia professional dutlca aa late aa

Saturday night.
Judge Scarburgh waa doacendod from Colonel

Scarburgh, of Colonial days, who waa the moat
Important and Influential porsonago of the Kaatorn
Shore of Vlrgiuia, being the colouol ot militia, and
until hla doatb tho representative in that
section of tho power aud mujoaty of the
mother country. He will directed by the
Colonial Uoveruor of Virginia to reclaim
trom Maryland tho torritory thou in possession of
tbo Utter State, but claimed as a part of the torritory
of tho iormer. and now embraced within tho llmita
of Somerset oouuty. He took with him torty horsemen(or pomp ot safety, as ho quaintly states in
his report to tho (lovernor. This record wits spread
out 1m full upon tlin records ot the. court o( turn
county, and after making the broudarrow upon tho
door of every bouse in tlio disputed territory he returnedto h!H own county.
Judge Hearburgli wa* born In Accomao county.

In Kubrnary, in 1807, and panned his early year*
there. He comtueurod tho practice ot Ilia profession
aa noon ax be became of age, and earnestly continued
the practice ot it until hi* appointment to the Judgechipot tbo Circuit Superior Court of Law aud
Chancery for tho alrouit in which ho lived, lie reccivedtliIn oppoln tmeut in tho spring of 1H44 and
coutluued tbe ]>erforniance ot the duties of llis olll.o
until hla election in IrtB'J to tbo Professorship
of haw in tbe William and MaryCollege.for tbroe yearn ho filled tbia chair
with distinction, and only gnvo It up when
in 1 HAS ho wna appointed ouo ot tho Judges of th«
Uutted States Court ot Clsluia at Waaliiugton. II*
resigned thla Judgeship wbeu Virginia took her portionamong tho rebellious Southern Mtatos in 1801
nnd returned to her soil. Alter tbla be practised
law In Halifax and tbe surrounding couutioa of
Virginia until the fall of lmiB, when ho went to Norfolkto reside. Hero ho continued tho practice of hit
profession until his appointment la 1877 to in*
bench of th« Corporation Court.


